
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION FACING THE CHALLENGES OF INTERNATIONALIZATION

ArtECult conference in Fuengirola, Spain 2.- 8. 5. 2011. The opening of 15 x 15 – exhibition in gallery of Sofia College, 5.5. 2011, at 18.00 pm. Address: Avenida Nuestro Padre Jesus Cautivo 43, Edf. Morfeo, local 6, 29640 Fuengirola, Malaga. Exhibition is open untill 20th of May. Both events are organized by the KUIKKA II – project.

Both international cooperation and development are an integral part of a modern-day vocational education. One example of how the challenges of internationalization are met is organizing teamwork in workplaces of culturally specific areas, within the network of ArtECult. The functioning of ArtECult network consists of 9 Finnish and 11 European education organizers.The internationalization in vocational colleges of cultural areas means developing the contents of the curricula as supportive towards work and business, not limiting their potential within the borders of any particular country in the process. From the students` perspective this emphasizes and encourages social interactions, problem-solving abilities, creativity and self-expression within student-exchange programmes in European Union. 

KUIKKA II -project will arrange an international conference in Fuengirola on 2. - 8.2011. The week culminates in the opening of an art exhibition. The artworks of the students in Leonardo da Vinci-student-exchange programme are presented in the member countries of the network. These art pieces are 15 x 15 centimetres by size; hence the title of the exhibition. The works of art are from 20 different colleges around Europe: 9 Finnish and 11 European schools, and most of them have been made during the exchange programmes. This exhibition, which consists of photographs, drawings and paintings, has previously been shown in Finland, Estonia, Italy and Island. These previous exhibitions can be seen in the net gallery at “http://www.artecult.net”. The exhibition presents the works of the students` in both cultural and art colleges and international exchange programmes of the ArtECult network.

Further information on KUIKKA II-project: KUIKKA II is a Finnish network project of visual expression which aims to support the college level cooperation of the student- and expertise exchange programmes. There are 9 Finnish media colleges and 15 other partners ( SME entrepreneurs, representatives of the businesses, public-sector operators) in the KUIKKA II network. It has received an annual funding from the ministry of education. The Finnish actors of the KUIKKA network form the ArtECult i.e. Art and European Culture, together with 11 European media colleges. European partners are from Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Slovakia, Estonia, Great Britain, Island, Italy and Holland. The operating principles of the ArtECult network is to support and enhance the transparency and quality of the culturally specific vocational education. On annual level the networks enable dozens of students and expertises to move around in Europe either on exchange programmes or on network- or conference events. The international student- and teacher exchanges are funded mainly by Leonardo da Vinci (LdV) programme projects.  LdV programme is a part of the European Union's  Lifelong Learning Programme 2007-2013.

In addition to the student -and teacher exchanges, the networks organize annual conferences, plan new projects, build contacts with businesses and arrange an annual “15 x 15” art exhibition in cooperation with a European partners. The networks attempt to broaden their activities in a way that in near future they would cover all the most important operators within the fields of culture and media.

More info - contact: johanna.raivio@lybecker.fi . Tel. +358400 316 340
More info - contact: johanna.raivio@lybecker.fi . Tel. +358400 316 340

